
 

Prepared by Amalgam Landscape Limited on behalf of  
CDB Planning and Architecture 

Proposed Concrete Block 
Manufacturing Plant, Stuart 

Quarry, Penderyn 

Technical Note 
 

July 2018 

www.amalgamlandscape.co.uk 

Amalgam Landscape  

Clevedon Hall, Clevedon,  

North Somerset, BS21 7RQ 

01275 795859 

info@amalgamlandscape.co.uk 



Stuart Quarry Development   

 
 

 

Amalgam Landscape                                                                                                                                         July 2018 

                                                                          1 

 

 

Document Control Sheet 

Project Name: Proposed Concrete Block Manufacturing Plant, Stuart Quarry, Penderyn 

Project Reference: P0330 

Report title: Technical Note 

Date: July 2018 

 

 Name Position Date 

Graphics prepared by: P. Shephard Senior Consultant July 2018 

Report prepared by: P. Shephard Senior Consultant July 2018 

Reviewed by: A. Watts Director July 2018 

For and on behalf of Amalgam Landscape Ltd 

 

Revision Date Description Prepared Reviewed 

V1 12/7/18 For client comment P. Shephard A.J Watts 

     

 

 

 

This report has been prepared by Amalgam Landscape with all reasonable skill, care and 

diligence, within the terms and conditions of the Contract with the Client. The report is 

confidential to the Client and Amalgam Landscape accepts no responsibility of whatever 

nature to third parties whom this report may be made known. 

No part of this document may be reproduced without the prior written approval of 

Amalgam Landscape. 

 

© Amalgam Landscape Limited 2018 



Stuart Quarry Development   

 
 

 

Amalgam Landscape                                                                                                                                         July 2018 

                                                                          2 

 

Technical Note 

Introduction 

The Landscape Institute ‘Advice Note 01/11: Photography and photomontage in landscape 

and visual impact assessment,’ was referenced for guidance on the use of the camera and 

photography. 

In addition, for the production of the Accurate Visual Representations (AVRs), Appendix C: 

London View Management Framework Accurate Visual Representations (AVR) March 2012 

Part 3 guidance was followed. 

The Scottish Natural Heritage ‘Visual Representation of Wind Farms: Guidance, February 

2017,’ was also referenced for the creation and presentation of the viewpoints, including 

defining the angle of view and viewing distance. 

Photographs 

Photographs included in the assessment were taken when conducting the site survey. 

The photographs were taken with a Nikon D610 camera with a Nikon AF-S Nikkor 50mm 

f/1.8g fixed lens.  

The photographs were taken in landscape (and occasionally portrait) format. 

The camera was positioned at 1.5m above ground level, unless otherwise specified (such 

as a hedge, tree or other obstruction in the view).  

GPS location information was obtained from UK Grid Reference Finder Web Page. 

Height data referenced is OS Terrain 50 data. 

The series of overlapping photographs were taken, with each photographic frame 

overlapping between 20-30% and stitched together using Adobe Photoshop software to 

provide panoramic views. 

Viewpoints 

A number of viewpoints from which the proposed development may be visible were 

selected.  

The viewpoints were selected following consultation and with the agreement of the Brecon 

Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA). 

The viewpoint photographs were taken in fine weather with good visibility in July 2018. 

Each viewpoint is illustrated as an annotated panoramic photograph of approximately 90° 

angle of view.  
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The viewpoints meet the following criteria: 

 Provide a representative selection of views and receptors towards the proposed 

development, focussing on the most ‘sensitive’; and 

 For receptors most likely to experience the greatest change of view. 

Accurate Visual Representations (AVRs) 

One of the viewpoints was selected to be represented as an AVR. 

An AVR is a computer rendered image of the proposed development superimposed onto 

the existing photographic view. AVRs are a valuable tool for presenting an overall realistic 

impression of the proposed development in the landscape from selected viewpoints, 

although, the finished image is a representation of the likely appearance of the proposed 

development only. 

A 3D model of the proposed development was produced using 3D Sketch-up to establish 

scale and perspective. A camera was positioned at the photograph viewpoint location. 

Markers of key features (such as the existing buildings) were plotted in the model and a 

perspective view generated. 

The perspective view was then overlaid onto panorama image, aligning features and 

markers. A perspective match was achieved between the computer generated panorama 

and the photographs by iterative adjustments until all key features were aligned 

satisfactorily. Foreground elements were identified in the images and brought forward in the 

views to mask the proposed development, where applicable. 

A photographic viewpoint was selected to be interpreted as a Level 1 AVR. 

Level 1 AVRs are views depicting the location and size of the proposal, indicating degree of 

visibility. 

The Level 1 AVR is illustrated as a separate A3 image showing the view with the proposed 

development. 

The final visualisation was saved in Adobe Photoshop and exported as high resolution full 

colour digital images and then placed into drawing sheets using Adobe In-Design. 

For AVRs: 

 There is an element of judgement. While the base data is factual (DTM/photograph) 

within established parameters, the finished image is a representation of the likely 

appearance of the proposed development; 

 Each photograph incorporates the lighting and conditions as seen. The visualisation 

upon which it is based therefore only represents the appearance of the proposed 

development as it would have appeared at that time, on that day and at that time of 

year; 

 Final image is presented in a drawing frame using Adobe Illustrator and exported as a 

high resolution PDF file; 

 The extent of the image shown is at a horizontal field of view of 53.5°, as per the 

recommendations in SNH Guidance. 


